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Queer spatial theory alludes to the ways in which queer members have historically been othered 
in a multitude of settings, which has led to their erasure in architectural writings and publications 
over the past few decades. As queer members become more and more widely accepted in 
mainstream media, a plethora of queer texts and theories have been published. This has led to 
an overbearing amount of definitions and analogies between queer and non-queer architecture. 
The fluid and ever-changing nature of the queer community is reflected in queer theory, either 
presenting new ideas of antiquing others. This thesis evaluates various theoretical avenues with 
the intent of emerging a new architectural language that responds to the wants and needs of the 
community.

With a significant lack of queer spaces in the small Northern city of Greater Sudbury, Ontario, it 
is important for this thesis to address the community of the city, and the need for an accepting 
space dedicated to them. Following a thorough investigation on queer history and spatial theory, 
this research will support the design of a welcoming and inclusive architectural atmosphere. The 
supporting inquiry on graphic design and colour theory, will provide an in-depth understanding on 
how these spaces can lead to a welcoming, safe environment in which queer history is celebrated.

In terms of exterior architectural expression, queer history has been used as a main 
reference point through the use of inspiration deriving from the AIDS quilt in 1985. The 
AIDS quilt entailed a collection of queer artists coming together in order to create an art 
patchwork that celebrates the queer community. 

These panels have been placed along the top portion of the community hub’s north and 
south facade, as well as the entirety of the queer nightclub’s main entry facade. Allowing 
the patterns to be at the main entry level allows users to engage with and feel the textures 
on the panels, bringing them to life through community engagement and intrigue on both 
the interior and exterior of the built atmosphere.
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1 - ENTRY SPACE
2 - RETAIL MARKET
3 - CONVERSATION LOUNGE
4 - CLASSROOM
5 - GENDER NEUTRAL WASHROOMS
6 - CAFE SPACE
7 - UNDERGROUND ATRIUM ENTRY
8 - STORAGE ROOM
9 - OFFICE SPACE
10 - EMPLOYEE SPACE

1 - ENTRY SPACE
2 - CIRCULATION SPACE
3 - GENDER NEUTRAL WASHROOMS
4 - SECONDARY ENTRY SPACE
5 - READING SPACE
6 - DONATION / THRIFT SPACE
7 - BEAUTY SALON
8 - FREE QUEER MEDIA LIBRARY SPACE
9 - QUIET READING SPACES
10 - CONVERSATION PIT

1 - ENTRY SPACE / RECEPTION
2 - WAITING AREA / LOBBY
3 - PERFORMANCE SPACE
4 - GENDER NEUTRAL WASHROOMS
5 - PERFORMERS SPACE
6 - DRESSING ROOMS
7 - PRIVATE ENTRY SPACE

1 - ENTRY SPACE / VESTIBULE
2 - GENDER NEUTRAL WASHROOMS
3 - DANCEFLOOR
4 - BAR AREA
5 - SEATING LOUNGE
6 - EMPLOYEE BACKROOM
7 - EMPLOYEE GENDER NEUTRAL WASHROOM

COMMUNITY HUB WELLNESS CENTRE

ART/PERFORMANCE SPACE QUEER NIGHTCLUB
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1 - CIRCULATION SPACE
2 - ART PRODUCTION SPACE / PRINT ROOM
3 - PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO
4 - SCREENPRINTING / DARK ROOM
5 - GENDER NEUTRAL WASHROOMS
6 - PERFORMANCE SPACE MEZZANINE
7 - EXTERIOR LOUNGE / WAITING AREA

1 - MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
2 - MEZZANINE SPACE
3 - GENDER NEUTRAL WASHROOMS
4 - OFFICE SPACES
5 - CIRCULATION AREA
6 - SECONDARY CONFERENCE ROOM
7 - BRIDGE / WELLNESS CENTRE CONNECTIONS

1 - READING SPACE
2 - GENDER NEUTRAL WASHROOMS
3 - BREAKOUT FLEXIBLE SPACE
4 - PRIVATE THERAPY / COUNSELLING ROOMS
5 - PHYSICAL MEDICAL OFFICE
6 - MEDICAL PATIENT ROOMS
7 - EMPLOYEE ROOM / STORAGE SPACE

1 - CIRCULATION SPACE
2 - SEATING LOUNGE
3 - GENDER NEUTRAL WASHROOMS
4 - DANCE FLOOR

ART/PERFORMANCE SPACE
COMMUNITY HUB

WELLNESS CENTRE

QUEER NIGHTCLUB
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BLUESTAR

FALSE INDIGO
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CAT MINT
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ORNAMENTAL ONION

BALLOON FLOWER

BLANKET FLOWER

TICKSEED

LILY

BEE BALM

CONEFLOWER

RUSSIAN SAGE

BLAZING STAR

HARDY HIBISCUS

JOE PYE WEED

GARDEN PHLOX

LAVENDER

BLACK-EYED SUSAN

STONECROP

ASTER

HARDY MUM

GOLDENROD

SYRINGA

MOLUS
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BAPTISIA

PAEONIA

TROLLIUS

SALVIA

DIANTHUS

PENSTEMON

CAMPANULA

NEPETA

DELPHINIUM

ALLIUM

PLATYCODON

GAILLARDIA

COREOPSIS

LILLIUM

MONARDA

ECHINACEA

PEROVSKIA

LIATRIS

HIBISCUS

EUTROCHIUM

PHLAX PANICULATA

LAVANDULA

RUDBECKIA

SEDUM

SYMPHYIOTRICHUM

CHRYSANTHEMUM

SOLIDAGO

MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT.COMMON NAME

LATIN NAME

EPIMEDIUM BARRWENWORT

LUNGWORT

COLUMBINE

PISQUEAK

BLEEDING HEART

JACOB’S LADDER

FOAMFLOWER

CORAL BELLS

CRANESBILL

SWEET WOODRUFF

GOATSBEARD

MONKSHOOD

PLAINTAIN LILY

FALSE GOATSBEARD

HYDRANGEA

BUGBANE

TURTLEHEAD

RAGWORT

PULMONARIA

AQUILEGIA

BERGENIA

DICENTRA

POLEMONIUM

TIARELLA

HEUCHERA

GERANIUM

GALIUM

ARUNCUS

ACONITUM

HOSTA

ASTILBE

HYDRANGEA

ACTAEA

CHELONE

LIGULARIA

MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT.COMMON NAME
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magic / art

serenity

spirit / community

sexuality

life

healing

nature

sunlight

The use of color as a design tool has allowed for a wayfinding system to be created 
on the site, providing a visual cue and aesthetic tied to each building for ease of 
access throughout the site. Although all similar in terms of materiality, this model 
brings to light the ways in which color and small design moves have been used to 
provide a unique and individualized atmosphere to each building on the site.
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